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'ALL THOSE WHO LOVE 
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 

IN SINCERITY, = 
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| 05 AND. "M 
Sincerely affociated themfelves in 
the bond of this holy COVENANT. 

5 . when this Sermon was preached 5 " 
THE AUTHOR, 


— Their unworthy, yet willing fervant, in this or 


any other worke of theLord, 


— Humbly prefents this Sermon Printed : 


Heartily befeeching God, our God, the great, 


the mighty, and the terrible Go p, who keepeth 


Covenant for ever, 


| "^ TO - b 
Strengthen us all, in performing all the duties, which we 
E bave promifed in this Covenant. 


: TO LET EE 
Fill us and thefe Kingdomes, with all the bleffings,which . 


this Covenant promifeth, 


To the glory of hisowne moft holy name, the 
. advancement of the Gofpell, in Peace and Truth, as 


the gracicus returne of our prefent labours, and 
prayers, and the portion of our pofterity ; thatthe ~- 
children which are yetunborne may bleffe us, 
l and bleffe God for use -~ 
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A SER RMON preached at the late 
Solemne Affembly, for the taking of the | 


“Cov ENANT, asa ror A fixt of this- 
224 * inftant. Otteber.” “164 3. | 


Pipes c4 


rmm ch, 9. v.38. 


À and beans of. all this soe enake afure ae aa write cit, 
. end enr Prigeth nr Lewites, and our Rrighhs Seale wate ite 


TAY EA. A He generall fübje& of this verfe i in the 
2 EANA  fpeciall bufineffe e£ this. day.- A fo- 
<5) lesa) leama engagement. to. the L. d, and 
(G5 amosg our felves, ina fore avenant. 
Jd Vide W herein we may confider theíe five 
Vs Pici LE ' things. -- 
- .Firft, the nature of “a Covenant, bonds E. a, 
. t: Segetidly ;: the ae of. a Covenant, from thoe 
words, Becaufe of al 


T hirdly,the dide of aCovendat,in that Epithete,. T 


dm. we make a nre, Covemstb, -` 

v Fouuhly ihe parties ectringinto.and engaging them” 

delves ina Covenant, expreft by, their. feverall. degrees 

~ andFuadien:s. ‘Princes,Levites,Priefts. And were the 

. 41? All whom this. Verfe {pecifies, and enow-to bring. 

inal. thás(L. Where she Governours and she Teachers 

go before inan holy exam ple; whatihaneftheagriwill aot 

toos? And thé next Cha pet fhewes-us> all -— 
oneft- 
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, | , ; jn 
Le a 4c. Oe " = -09 T 5 ‘ 
y 
& 


- honeft-hearted,following t | 
be ref? of the people, the Priefts, the Levites, the Porters , the 
- Singers the Nethinines, and all they that had (eparated thems- 
selves from the people of the Lands unto the Law. of God,their 


Weves, their fons, and their daughters,every one having know- —— 


ledge and having under landing, V.29.They clave uuto their 
breshreg their Nobles,aud entered into, Ot. ~ 


Fifty, Theoutward ads by which they teffified their...” 


inward fincere confent;,and engag'd themíelves tocon- 
tinue faithfull in that Covenant:Firft, writing it.Second- 
Jy, fealingtoit. Thirdly, (inthe tenth Chapter, Verfe 


— 29 They entered into acurfé. Fourthly , into an Oath, to- 
| walke inGods Law, -whith was given by Mofes the fervant of 
` Ged, and to obferve to- dos ab the Commandéments of she Lord: 


his holy example, v. 28. And E 


their God with the Statutes and Indgements, And that they | 


would not give their daughters to the people of the Leud,&c. 
With'divers other articles of thatCovenant,tending both . 


‘to their Ecclefiafticall atid Civili reformation. 


— Xbegiü with the firt point, the mature of a Covenant, . 
Concerning which, we nay receive fome light from the . 
^ Notation of the originall words; 1. For a Covenant. : 


nya . &.Forthe making of a Covenant. : The p Berith 
NNA uer; (a Covenant)’ comes froin-Berad', w ich fignifieth 
eee te two things: Firft; to choofe exacily, and: judicioufly. 


imerquat t-Secopdly, to cate moderately or fparingly. And both 


PRAE thefe fignifications of the roote Zarsh. have aninfluenee 


thefe intimatiog, if sot enforcing, . that a Covenant isa 


worke of fad and ferious deliberation, for fuch are ele- 
€tiveads Election isor ought to be made, upon the ra- . 
 tionall eurtie of judgement, notupona catch of phancy, . 


* 


|. -ortheburry of our paffions. .- 


po M T ; aS En 
Now ina Covenant there isa double worke of eledi- . 
zo ty ie : ` One: ' 


-4 


~ 


l 


dwintw, . upon this derivative Bersthja Covenant; The former of 


^O BG 


awe 


Secondly, aneledction of the conditions or termes u pom ` 
» which the Covenantisentered. 4s Gods Covenant-people - 


on: Firft, aneleCtion of the perfons, betweene whom: 


are his chofem people, fo muft curs. Some perfons wili not — - 


enter into covenant,though invited ; and others,though 
.. they offer themfelves,are not to be admitted. They who 
." are not fit to build with us; are not fitto fweare with us. 
Some cff: red their helpeto the Iewes in. the repaire of | 
the Temple, (Eur.4.2.) Let vs build with yor, for we feeke 


your God... But this tender of their fervice was Yefufed,' 


` Verf. 3. Yee bave nothing to doe with us, to build en bowfe - 
untoenr God : but we our felues together will build, Oc. 
What fhould. we doe with’ their hands in the worke, - 
. whote hearts,we know, are not inthe work? The inten 
dment of fuch ià-joyning,  muft Be either to build their 
Hay and. Stebble with our Gold and Silver , and precious 
Stenes; -C x Gori3.12,) .or elfe to pull.dówne by night, 
what they build by.day, -and fecretly to undermine that 
NobleFabrieke; which feemingly theyendeavoured to 
fetup. We finde in this booke of Nehemiah, that the per- 
. fons combining in that Covenant were choice períoüs. 
The Text of the tenth Chapter fets two matkes of di- 
ftintionupon them, Verf. 28. -Fiftad they that. féparated 
. thenefeloes from the peapleof the Lands , unto the Liew ef God. 
Secondly, allbaveng knowledge, emd having smder[landing, 
. Here aretwo qualifications, whereof one is fpirituall, _ 
"and theotheris naturall. The plaine Engtifhof both may. 


be this(T.ha? Fooles and Malignants, (uch as (iu fome meafore) — ; 
knownot tbe cauíe, aud fuch as have we love at all to the cafe. 


Should: be outcafts from thu Covenant. Such fapleffe and 
rotten ftuffe. will but weaken, it not corrupt this facred 
DANG: oon ost te Ra BR gt 
he Tetour of the covenant now tendered, fpeakes 

a . Ba | thus 


BON 


— thus ref pecting the-perlons,We Noble-men,Barous Knights, - 
Gentlemen Citizens, Burgeffes, Minifters of the Gofpell, and 


Commons, of aH forts, in the Kingdome of England,Scotland, 
and Ireland @ ce And doth not thisindiftinctly admit all, 


and all,of all. forts? Lanfwer, No. For the words follow- . 


ing in the Preface fhew expreflely , that oaely they are 


called to it, who are of one reformed Religion 5 which fhuts - 
out all Papi(ts, till they returne. And the Articles paffe 

them threugh a-finer Sieve, admitting onely fuch as pro- 

mile, -yea and (weare that through tlie graceof Gods. . 


they. will fincerely, really; and conftantly. endeavour the 


prefervation of the reformed religion, apainftthe com- - 


mon enemy in the ote Kiogdeme, the reformation and 


_ extirpation ofwhatis amiffe in the other twos as aloin _ 
— thetr owned perfons, fainilies.and relations, They who’ - 
’  doethus are. choice perforisindeed;and they who {weare 


to dde thtisare (in charity and juffice) to be réputed fo, 


. tll their-owne acts and. omifBons falfi&ie their oathes; 


Thus our Covenant makes pema “though nota: | 


formal! or nominal] ele&ior of the perfons. ` 


.. . Secondly:,. there muft be`a choice of conditions ina 


. Covenant + Asthe petfenroblized, fo the mattér of the 
_Obliggtion: mufk; be diftinc5 This is fo ‘eminent inthe 
Covenant offered that E amy {pare my pdines in the clea- 


ring of its every mans painés in reading of-it, cannot. ^ 


but fatisfie him that there are &x National] conditions. 


about which we make folemne oath; and one perfonall, | 
about which we make a. mot. {olemme profeffion and _ 


. declaration: before Godand the world. `. And all thefe 


are choyce éóriditions: fuch ag may well be held forthto.. 


be (asindeed they are ) the refults and iffües:of. many. 
prayers,and ferious confultations, in both the Kiig- 


dormesof Englindand-Scvtland: Conditionsthey are; in. — 
a 5 | which. 


| &) E 
which Holinefle and Wifdome, Piety and Policie, Zeale 
for God in purging bis Church, and Care for man in fet- 
ling the Common- wealth, appeare to bavehad (ina due 
fubordination) theirequall hand and fhare. TE 
. Thus much of a Covenant from the force ofthe word. 
in the fir(t fenfe, leading us to the choice both of perfons 
and conditions: © . =.) - 0 - Tr 
Secondly, the root figniftes to eat moderately, or.fo — 
much as breaks our Faft. And this refersalío to the na- 
ture of a Covenant; which isto draw men into a friend- 
ly and holy communton, and converfe one with ano- 
ther. David deícribes a familiar friend, in whom he trufted, 
to be one, That did e«t of bis bread, Pal. ats 9.. And the 
Apoftle Pan/; when he would have a fcandalous brother 
denied all fellowfhip in Church-Covenanf, he charges 
itthus, With fuch a one, wo not to eat, X Cor. 5. 11. Hence 
it wasa cuftomeupon the makiag up of Covenants, for 
_the parties covesantinp foberly to.feaft together y when 
Ifaac arid Abinsilech fare one to ansther, and-made a Cove-, 
nant: The facred Story tells us, that Ifaac made them a 
Raft, and they did eat and drinke, Gen. 26.29,30. ArCos 
venant is a binder of affection, to affure it, but it isa. 
loofner of ‘affeGion, to expreffe it. And theirheartsare 


moftfree to one another, which:aremoftbound to one — 


another. How.unbecommingis it that they who-fweare 


together, fhould be. fo ftrange as f{carce to {peake toge- ` 


ther? That: which unites, ought.alío to multiply our 
‘Further, thé word hihts, fo to converfe together as: 
not to finne rogether, for it fignifies, Moderation ineat- 
ing, Asif it wouldteach us, That at a Covenant-Feaft, 
or when Covenanters feaft, they fhould have more grace. 
then meat at their Tables * orit.( through the bleffing of | 
a |. B5 _ God» 


(6). 5 - 
.. God) their meat be much, their temperance fhouid be 
- more. The Covenant yeelds us much bufineffe, and calls 
| toation; Excefie foyles our gifts and damps our fpi-. 
rits, fitting us for fleepe, not for worke. Inand by this | 
Covendut we ( who were almoft carried into fpirttuall 
and corporali flavery ) are called to ftiive for the maffe- 
73. Let us therefore (as this word and the Apoftles rule - 
inftruct us) Be temperate in all things, Y Core: 9.25, 
Intemperate cxceffive eaters. will be but modetate wor- 
kers, e{pecially in Covenant: woike. : A little will fiticfie 
their Coníciences, who are given up to fatisfie theircar- _ 
-nall appetites, Ard he who makes his belly bis God, wil ` 
-not make much of the glory of Gods > 7 PE 
. So much concerning«he nature of a Covenant from... 
the ofiginall word, for a Cayenant, fignifying both to - 
chufeand to eate. We may take in fome further light to 
difcover the things from the orginall word, which we. 
tranílate ( make ) Let m make a Covenants >> 00007 
n53 That word fignifies properly to or, to ferike, or to fay. 
The reafon hereof isgiven, becaufe at the making of — 
folemne Covenants, beaftswerekilled and dividedafun- — 
der, and.the Covenant- makers went between the parts, l 
When God made that firft grand Covenant with Abra-. | 
ham, be faidunto him, Take ave heifer of three yeers old, and — 
` &fbee goat of three yeers eld, @c.. And be tooke unto bim ad | 
— 4befé, and divided them in the midh, and laid thofe pieces | 
one again]l another, Cre. Gen. 15. 9, 10. At the feven-- | 
. teenth verfe, Behold a fmoaking furnace and á burning lamp 
| 


(which latter was the token of Gods prefence for the 

deliverance of his people) paféd betweene thofé pieces. ` 

In the 34. of Jeremy, verf. 18. we havethe likeceremo- 

ny-in making a Covenant, They cut the.calfe iv twaine, 

and paffed betweene-the parts thereof. Upon this uige rs | 
| "EL MEE 1 -,Phraie 


M 
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phrafe is grounded of casting or (iriking a Covenant, | 
al. 50. 5. Pfal,89.3- which Ceremony had this fignifi- — 
cation in it, That when they pafled betweene thefe di- 
vided parts of the flaine beaft, the action fpake this curfe 

' or imprecation, *rFet him be cut afunder, let his suembers be *Foda facien- 
divided, let bim be made as this beaft, who violates the Oath +s primd fura- 


5 : a — bant poflea tran- - 
of this Covenants — — o Le $us 
~ Fromthefe obfervations about the words, we may be tes pecudtsquafi 


dicerent, di[cin- - 


dire&ted about the natare of the thing ::and thence col- dicerenn d 
leĝ this defcriptien of a Covemant. 4 Covenant is a fo- pepe opie , 
Terne compa or agreement betweene two chofen parties or ficu iini n z 
more, whereby with mutual, free, and full confént they binde I ms 
themfelues upon fele eonditions, tending to the gloryofGod — 55 
. andibeir common goods © 50 000000 000000 AE 
— .A Covenant findly. confidered is more then a pros . | 
 mife, and leffe than a Oaths uale(fe an Oath be joyned - 
_ with it, as was with that in the Text, andis with thiewe 
have zow before us. A Covenaht differs from a promife - 
E gradually and ip the formalities of it,.not naturally or - 
in the fubftance of it,- God made promifes to Abrabans; — 
- Ges, 12. aad Gem 13, but hee made Bo Covenant with. 
him till Chap; 15. Verf: 38; In that day tbe. Lord made < 
— Coyenant with Abraham: And:the worke of the Lord iù — 
that day with Abraham had not: onely. truth and mercy - 
in it, but-ftate:and majeftie in it.: A Covenant day is.a 
folemne day. As the collection of many Stars makes a - 
Conficllation, (o the collecien bf many promifes makesa - 
Covenant. Ot asinthe firft of Genefis, verf. 10. ‘The: ga” 
thering together of the- waters, was by the Lord, called Seas» 
Sg wee may call the gathering together of promifes or ` 
. conditionsa Cevénast. The Lord doth(asit were)rally all _ 
. fhe promifes of mercy made to us,which lie fcattered up : 
- anddowne thorow the whole volume of the uie | | 


| ^ o ~ 


e “a . 


(8). 


^ anid puts them together into à Covenant: And we do 
(asit were) r'allyall the promifes of duty which wee | 
owe unto God and to one another, and put them toge- 
_ ther in a Covenant. Such a bundle of duty is tied up. 
coo: in this prefent Covenants what duty isthere which we | 
| owe to God, to his Churches, ortkefe Common-wealths _ 
. whereof we make not promife eitherexprefly or by con- — 
_-. fequence in the oompaffe of this Covenant ? And how 
. great an obligationto duty doth this contajne, wherein 
 thrreisanobligation toeveryduty>?. Drp 
_Seeiag then this Covenant being taken carries in it 
... | fo great an obligation, it calls for great preparation be- 
fore we take it, A Mleightaefle of fpinit ia taking this 
Covenant, muft needs caufe a fleightaefle of {pirit in 
keepingit. All falemne duties ought to have reus 
preparations , ‘and this I thinke as folemne, as any. A 
Chriftian ought to fet his heart (asfarashecanthrough, — 
the (trength of Chrift) into a prayingframe, before he | 
.' kneelsdowne to prayer. And we ought tofet owr hearts - 
ina promifing frame, before we ftand up to make fuch 
mighty promifes. Take heed bot ye heare, is our Saviours - 
admonitionis the Go(pely: Surely then we hadneed tad 
heed haw we fiseare. Leta avion camine kimselfe (faith the 
Apoftle Paul) aud/o let hie cat of that bread amd drinke of 
that cup 5 let him cameexamin' d tothe Saerapgt : fol — 
may fay, Let a mamenansine hizefelfe before be lift mp his hend 
or write domne bis pame Weebin. cometexamind to the 
GCovuewatte of ye no Dv OO a ee ee "S 
^I fhall briefly. propeíe three heads of preparatoryex- - 
amination refpecting our entranceinto this Covenant £o 
— c -Pirft, examine your hearts aod yourJiyes, whather,or | 
 m6you ate Hot preiogaged-in'any Covgnagt ceatrary to 
_ *he.teroürand conditions ofthis Coveoapt. Hany fuch — 
UNE. g i | E upon 


upon enqsiry be found, be fure you void it, before you 
engape your felves in this 5 A fuper-inftitution in this 
kinde is very dangerous. Every man muft looke to its 
that he tukesthis Covenant (fede vacante, or rather corde 
Vacante ) witha heart emptied of all Covenants which 
. areinconfiftent with this. For a man to covenant with 
' Chrift and his people for Reformation, &c. while he 
hath either taken a Covenant with others, or made a 
Covenant in his owne breaft againft it, is defperate wic- — 
. kedneffe. Orifupon a felfe-fearch you finde your fel tes 
cleare of any fuch ingagements, yet fearch further.. Eve- — 
ry man by nature is a Covenanter with Hell, and with 
. evesy fone heisat Agreement : be fure you revoke'and: 
eanéell that Covenant before you fub{cribe‘this.; Jf 7 re 
| gard iniquity im. my-beart, the Lord will mot beare me prays 
ngs that 15): be will pot regard'my prayers: (faith David} — 
` Tfal.66.18. And if we regard iniquity in cur hearts, the: | 
Lord will not heareas covenantiag, (hac ds he will aot 
regard our Covenant. ‘Woe bee-unto thofe who make 
this /eague with Cod and his people, while they refolve 
- tocontioue their league with fin: which is (upon the 
matter) a league.with Satan, God and Satan will never 


meet in one Covenant. For. what communion hachlight.- 


‘.with darknefle ?. arid what concord hath Chrif vih 
Belial? 5 2227792 s " pS es we 
- Secondly, before you enter into this Covenant witt 
God, canfider of and repent for this fpeciall finne, your — 
former, breaches and failings in Gods Covenant. We who 
were fometimes afar off, Aliens from the Common-wealth o 


` Ifrael, and ftrangers from the Covenant: of promije. are made > 


nigh.by the blood of Tefvs, even fo nigh aseo be in Gove- 
nant with God. : Some who pretend to this priviledge, 
-- will be found fach as bave um tbe blood ef the Covenant ' 

_ C o to 


0 Q6) — 
~ ge be an unboly thing; Heb. 1O. 29. And where is the mary 
. that walketh fo holtly in this Covenantas becems him, -~ 
- gnd-as it requires? Labour therefore to have thofe brea- 
-ches healed by a freth (prinkling of the blood of Chrift 
upon your coníciences, before you enter this Cove» 
nant: If you putthis new peece to an old garment, the 
redt will be made worfe : If you put this new wine in- 
to old bottles, the bottles: will bréake, and all your ex- 
peed comforts will run out and be loft, If you hoal. 
not faele and fearch. your ownt hearte, without doubt: 
— she Lord will, And if yeu be found as deceioers , you will, 
bring acurfe npon your felves , end not a bleffing (as Jacob- — 
{pake ih anoiher cafe, Gem 37.12.) This is a Covetant - ` 
o£. arnity - with: God ;: seconsiliadion: muft'goe Before 
friend(hip, yóu can never make friendíhip till you have 
made peace; nor fettle love where hoflility is unre- 
owovedi ccu coi s c hcc ERIS de Ln 
. - Thirdly, enquire diligently at yourowne hearts; whe- 
_» ther they come tp indeed to: the.tearmes of this.Covez: 
. gait. You muft bid high forthe honour of a Covenan- 
_. tet, fora partin this priviledge. Which of you (faith owr 
-- Lond Gheif to his hearers, Luke 34-28. intending to’ build 
. qTowker, fittetlinot dawne firfk, andicounteth the coft,whe-: 
thar hé have fufficient to finifh tt? i lef haply after be hath 
laid the foundation, and is not able to finifh it, all that behold 
pt begin to mocke him, faring. This man began to build , and 
gs, sot able.to finifh,: We are met this day ta lay the foune.. 
dètion of one Tower, and to pull up:the foundation of 
another 5. wee.are. pulling up the foundation of Babels - 
Tower, and we are laying a foundation for Sions Tow- | 
er, We havegeene fome who have heretofore done as 
much, but they have done no mere, when they had laid 
a foundation for thofe noble works in taking a folemue — 
wt _ oe de, Sf Oath.. 
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Oath and Covenant; they have never moved: a hand a&i, _ 
ter either ta: build or co pull downe, unleffe it were quite, 


croffe to their owne ingagements, for the pulling downe) ` 


of Siens Fower,and the building of Babylons. 


- And what was the resíonof this ftand,or contrary mes — 


tion ?.- This fürely wasone, they did not gage their own: 
hearts before hand, : neither did they fit downe to count: 
the coft of fach an undertaking. And: therefore when 
they perceived the charge toarife fo high, they. neither, 


. ceuld finifhynor would thewehdegvouris, butlefe thé. 


.. Worke before it lookt abowethe grounds: and. are justly: 

beeoine a mock,anda {eorn,and s reproach ipzrae) E fefe 
they are the men that bogan(in a folem Cowctant )to.build bat: 
could not fiuij/hs = badnot ftecke emaugh either of. tue. boc 
nour or honesty {th 


: Let us therefore fic downe feribufly and cóügt. the 
.— *ofb yeajand confider whether we be willing to be atthe 
colt.. Toleádyau ohin this, my humble adviceis,: That 
you would ‘cateshi/oyour hearts üponthe Articlesof:thiy 


` Covenant. Put the queftion.to your hearts, and let eves |: 


zy one fay thus unto himíclfe: — 


-AmI indeed refolved fincerel y, really and con ftancty, : 
‘thiough the grace of Gôd, in my:place and calling, to , 


endeavout the- prefervation ‘of the. reformed: R elipion 
inthe Church of Zcorland?cvc. The reformation of Rex 


ligion the Kingdomesof England and Ireland? c, <1 


"Am: E indeed refolved in like: manner, without see 
fpeétof perfons, to'endeavour the extirpation of Pope- 
ty Pielaey?&es 05 22 o2 uox to o1 

Am I indeed refolved never to be withdravme op 
divided by whatfover tétrour or períwafion from 


this beled ‘union arid conjundien; whether to make 
2 | Ca. | 


defe- 


| ! bough their (Lacke of parts mel opportunis 
ties was fufficicot } tofis tbiemotke. i ©; on rings 


e" - 
RA 


. defe&ion to the contrary part; or to: give- say! felie: to» 
 &deteftableindiff.rency or neutrality , ‘inthis caife of | 
God?&e. 2 | Wu ES ee 

Am T indeed refolved to humble my. felfe for my. 
owne fins and the fins of the Kingdome ? &c.: to amend 
my felfe and all in my power, and to goe Before others. — 

intheexample of a reall reformation? &c;/ — — =- 

n According to thefe hints, propofe the queftion up-: 
om every claufe of ‘this Covenants. And then confi- =| 
det: what: the coft of performing all thefemay:amount — 
to; anid whether-you:are'willing to goe to thatcoft. © ~; —— 
` But itmtay be, fome will fay, What is this cof? I ane 

- fwer, The expreffe letter of the-Coyenant tells you of — 
one ceft which yormak be conftanely at; svid-that-is fin, 

cere, reall, and conftant endeavour. .Paines isa price, k 

. am fure reall pains 1s. The Heathens faid, That their — 
 godsfold them all good things for labour. The :good 
— . things of this Covenant. are fold at. that rate; yea; this 
ithe price which the tjue God puts p og thofe things. 
which he'freely gives. To corifent ta this Covénant, to 
‘with well ta this Covenant, to {peake well of thisCove- — 
.. ^ nant, come not up tothe prices you muftdoe thefe and 
.^^oyoumuft dee more, you íonft be doing, fo she promife 
. ef every man for himíelíe runnes, Z will shrongh the 
grace of Godendeavour. Yetevery endeavour is; not cure. 
rant money, payable, as.the. price of this Covenant, 
there muft be a threefold. ftampe upon it, ' unle(le it 
beare the image and. {uperfcription of fincerity , - read- 
lity ,' and .conftancy , it will not be accepted. For fo | 
the promile runs, I will fincerely , really, and comflantly, 
endeavour. — md. e p | MEE 

Neither yet is this all, fuch endeavours are vertuall y. 
money, but this.¢ovenant cals alío for money formally 
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as the price of it; He that teally endeavours after fuch 


ends,as here are propofed, muft not ohely beat the coft 


. of his paines, ‘but alfoat the coft of his purfe for the at- - 


tainement of them,’ He muft open his hand to give and 
to lend, as wëll asto worke arid labour 3 unlcffe a man 


be free of his Purfe, as well'as of tiis paides, he bids not 
up tothe demands of this Covenant, nor payés upto . 
his owne promife,. when he- enter'd it. Can that 


man be faid really to endeavour the maintendnce of a 


caufe; while ke lets i/-Narve?-or'to ftreagthenit, -whiles |. 


he keepes the fnewes. off i¢chofe (hue Gp? :: Would: he 
havethe Chariot move {wiftly. who-onely dvawes, but 
will not Oyle the Wheeles? Know then ,. and-confider 
fit, that the coft you muft. be at, is bothia your labours, 
and in your eítales.. ; ‘Fhéengagemeht tünnes to both 
theíe; ~o ee a ee 28 ee 
And to more then both thefe, ‘This Covenant enga- 
ges us,not onely:to doe, but to fuffer 5 net'onély to eg» 


* 


deaveur, but to endure. Such is tbe tenour of. the fixt | 


Article, where:every man promifes for him(elfe 5 ‘That 

^ hewill not fuffer bimelfe to bé withdrawhe from this bleffed 
union, by any terrours If not by any terrour, then not by. 

. lofíes, imprifonments, torments, no nor by death , shat 
 KingojTerrour. Youtee thenthatthe price of this Co- 
venant, may be the: priee of -blood, of liberty and of life; 
Sit downe and confider, are you willing to be at this coft 
to build the Tower? Through the goodneffe of God 
in ordering thefe: great affaires; you may: never come 
 acnially to pay downe fo imuchsvhepty, ‘not halfe fo 
much; butexcept you refolve (if call d'and put to it by 
the reall exigenciesof this caufe):to pay downe the ut- 


n 


Covenant. If. 


ow 7 


ee 


moft Farthing , your Spirits are too narrow, and your — 
hearts toad. low for the -honour ard: tenour of. this. 


7 16 a99 thall fay shefe demends are-very high, and abe 


charge very greats. but is a«partindhisGawensnt worth 
it? will it quit ceftto beat fo great a ebárge? wifemen 
love to fee and have fomewhat for theit:money 5 and 
whenthey fee they will not flicke atany ooft, fo the con- 
fideratitns be. valuables; CI ba Rg cx o yp Eu pos 
-, Fortheaníwering and clearing of this T hall paffeto 
the fecond point, -whichihelds forth the grounds of a 
Covenant, from thole words of the text, zad becana ef - 
af the. i£ anyone fhal betroubled.at tlc 4 thie, -in 
the prices] doubt got bat (bei this in the-grounds will 


fatishe him, Becaufe of All thie we make a faríCotenanti — - 


Here obferve.. rr Se qi vnm PE ete: donet | T. 
,, Firlt, d Covesehtatuf be erbabded ongea 5 Worn 
fhew caute why, God often deftends, butsmanis hound 
to give a reafon of what he doth. Someof Godsadiens _ 
.. areabove reafon, but nond: without reafon.. - All our 

. actions ought to belevell with reafon, and this with 
«ommon reafon, fortis a dontmon aC; That whichmen 


of all capacities are cálled.to doe, fhould Jie inthezézch - 


efevery mapscapacity.. Obferve . 5 - | 


|. Secondly, A Ceverunt. vwift be aroumded ou uejelty m u 


_ Jons There mak be mueblight in the reafon, (as was 
fhewed. before) b utne lightnefis. i Besaxfe ef alt bis, faith 
the Text shore were many things initánd much weight — 
inevery one of ven. . TIMOR UE n eg Qi E um 
_ _. Anéthereafotisip their proportion, muft at leaftbe - 
. "as weighty asthe; conditions. Weighty conditions wiit 
. never be-ballanced with light reafons: Ffa man ashéa — 
,  thoufand pounds fora Lewell, : hets bound to demone i 
ftrate that bis lewellisintrinfecally worth fo much; elfa 
_ bo wile man wil come up-to his demands.Sowhen great _ 
. things are demanded to be payd down by all wha take 
! EE CET < pae 


SN 


rth in the grounds 


and nature of it.: Hence Obferve - uc ey 

ag Thirdly 3 : That:the: veafoni of a Covenant : eint: be. exa 

profe, Becaufe of ull. this: This, isdemonftrative.. Here's: 

. the matter laid before. you, conGder of it, examine it. 

thoroughly. This is faire dealing, when a man fees why: 

he undertakes, and what hem ty expe, before he is. 

engaged. And fo may fay, becaufe of this andthe be-! 
cauíe of al this, E have entered into Covenant... > 
|» But what were the particulars that made up the gro fe: 

Sasstacof all this? Yanfwer, thofe-particutars lie {catte~ 

red throughout the Chapter , theaticntive Reader will. 

 eafily fiode thech out; ffhallin briefereduce them unto. 

“ewo heads 0 EL oe i "RM 

Firft, the Pss and — that were crept: 

in, oropent ý à y ibxn ng $5 i ES : Ed d E. 

- BecondlytheeflfiGionstionbles and jadserments thaer 
either werealready falon por were feared would fur- 
ther fail oponthem.. (5o oD tea oon Teat s 

^— CEheformerotthefe caufes is laid downe in the 34; 

and 35. verles of this Chapter. Naxher haweowr Rings, 

our Princi or Prieflsj wos our fübbérs Jap thy Law, mor — 
hearkned to thy Commsandements, and thy T bionoies wheres 
with thou: didft teflifie again/? thew. P or they bat wot fer~ 

— ved thee ine their Kingdom,and in thy grtabedodneffe, the. 

The latter of thefe reafons is-contaihed in the 36. 

atid 57 vervies, Behold we are fervants this days and for: 

the Laud which thou gaze? unto ovr fathers, to cate the fruit: ` 
thereof and the good thereof behold we ave fervants init ,core.. 

- “Fhe clofeof allis ; Weare tegreat difrefe. From this — 

. natrastue of the gréunds, the making of a Covenaritis: 

_ infétred as a -cOncliafidnin' the immediate — 
^ M | | | "S . words: 


e 
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| "di of the Text, Becaufe of allthis. Asif he had faid, | 
Becanfe we are a people who have fo departed from the Lawes 


and Statutes of our God and are fo corrupted both in worfbip a 


and in pra ice 5 Becaufe we are a people fo oppreffed in-our 


effates jand liberties. and fo diflreffed by judgements and af- 
fictions ¢ Therefore j Becanfe of allthis we make a fare Co- 
venant.. 


And if wey perufe the records of holy Scripture, we | 


(ball finde, that. either both thefe. grounds. conjoy- 


ned, or one of thein, are expreft as the reafons.at any 
time. inducing the people of God, to enter into the Bond © 
of a Covenant. Thisis evidentin Afë's Covenant,2 Chro.. 


15.12,13. In Hexekiabs, 2Chrom29.10. Endofiees:2-Chro. 
24. 32,2 : In Eres, 0. 10, v. 3.0f that Booke.T oallt whith 
I referre the reader for fatisfaGion. And fromall coníen- 
ting with this in the Text,l Obferve : 


"That when a people: aré corrupted or declinéd in dpifrónt, i 


 worfbip, and wnnners 5, whin thepare Hifirefedin tboir liber - 


ties, livelihoods, or livess Ther, amil ai fech wtime they have 


warrant able end fifficient Grounds to make andenguce there 


Selves Cos their loft amd hizkift refort for ar) inthe bonds 


ef A fatred folemmeCoyerant, - 


What engs gement "otn: be upon ‘ns, which thefe rea- E 
— » fons doe not reach and apfwer? Thelibertie ofour per-. ` 
. ' fonsand of cur eftates 3s. Worth much, but the liberty of 
| «the. Gofpell, the purity of Doatrine and Ordinances; 


. are worth much more... Peaceis a precious Jewell, but 
whocan yaluetruth ? The wife. Merchant will fell all 


that he heth with joy to buy. this and blefles God forthe E 


bargzine,Mattb.13.44- . 


And becau[e of all this, we are e called to make a Cove- 
naptthis daye- Truthófdoctrinéand purity of worfbip © 
were going. : and much of them both were gone. The . 
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liberty of our perfons, and property of oureftates, were 
. going, and much of them both were gone; we were at. 

once growing popifh and flavifh,[uper{titious and fervile 5 
We were in thefe great deftrefles, and becanf of all this, we" 
make aCovenant thes day. — | js 
..— TThatthefe are the grounds-of our Covenant,iscleare. - 

in thetenour of the Covenant. Fhe preamble whereof — 
fpeakesthuss — 5 77 0o oo 
W E calling to minde the treacherous and bloody plotss 
VV comfpiracies, attempts and practices of the enemies of 
God, again{t the true Religion ‘and Profeffonrs thereof, im all 
places, efpecially in thefe three Kingdomes ewer fece the refor- 
_ mation of Religions And bow much their rage,’ power, and ` 

Pre(umption, ave of late-and at this time increafedl and exer. 
_cifed ; -whereof the deplorable eftate of the Church and King- 
dome of Ireland, the diffreffedl efl ate of the Church and King: 
dome of England; aed the dangerous eftate of the Charchand 
Kingdome of Scotland, are prefemt and publique teltimonies. 
We have now at the laft, for the preferbation of our fcloés and — 
our Religion from utter-ruine and deflrutf ion. Ce. after ma- 

ture deliberation refoloed and determined to enter 18104 wu 
tuall and folemne League and Coocnant ec. TP 

. Sothenif we be a:kea reafcn of our Covenant, here 
. are reafons, cleare reafons , eafie to the weakeftunder= - 

tanding, yea cpentoevery:mans fence 5 -who among(l 

us hath not feltthefe reafons? and chow many have 
{matted their proofe untous? And àstheíe reafcns are 
fo plaine, that the moft illiterate and vulgar underftan- 
dings may conceive them; fo they ate E weighty and 
cogent that the moft fubtile and fublime underftandings 
cannot but be fubdued to themjunleff=, becaufe they are 
fuch mafters of reafon, they have refolved to obey 

~ = D none. 
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none. And yet where confcience is indeed unfatisfied, - 
we fhould rather pity then impofe, and labour to per- 
{wade , rather then violently to.obtrude.. Now feeing - 
we have al this for the ground of a. Covenant, let us - 
cheerefully and reverently make a fure Covenant, Which. - 
is the third point inthe Text, The property of this Co- 
vcnant,we MakeafureCovpmant. | oa 
In the Hebrew, the word Covenant is not expreft; Tbe 
Text runnes onely thus, We make 4 [ureone , or ature 
thing. Covenants are in their owne nature and confttiu-.— 
tion , things ef fo much certainty and affurance, that by 
way ofexcellence a. Coveiant is called, ¢ fire one, òran — 
affer ances -W hena fure oue is but named,a Cogestant mutt 
"be undes(lood. As, ile Haly One is God, and tha Holy Que 
— andihe juft, is Chrif, AQS 3.14. You may know whem ^ 
tbe Holy Ghofi meanes, when be faith, the bely One and the 
ja. Sothe fure one isa Gavenant.yogumay know what 
they made when the Hal; Ghafi (ah, they made a fure — 
owe. Henceobferve, that. — . t, Ee os 
— a4 well-grounded Covenant i) a fare,a firme, andan irre- 
— Vosable AF. When you have fuch-ap aZ this, (and fuch: 
| * you havc)aris here cogcenter d inthe Text, tolay mto 
foundation of a Covenant, the fuperft:uction. 
' Cis eternitati facrnm,and) mutt ftand for ever. 
! A weake ground is but a weake obligations and a 
dinful! ground is no obligation. . There is much finne in- 
“making a Covenant upon finfull grounds, and there is. . 
more finne in keeping of it, But when the prefervation. 
of true Religion, and the vindication of jw? Libertiesmeet 


in the ground-worke,ye may /weare and not repents yeaif — 


yefweare, ye mufi not repent. For becaufe of all {uch things 

 asthefe,we ought(if we make any,and that we oughr)to. . 
make a fure Covenant. a "nr i o 

| | 'he 
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' The Covenant which God makes with manis a føre ` 
„Covenant. Hence called a Covenant of Salt, Numb: 13 194. 
. Becaufe Salt preferves from -perifhing and putrifaCtion. 
The Covenant of God with man about temporall things 
is called a Covenant of Salt, and a Covenant forever, 2- 
Chron.1§.3- For though his Covenant about temporall ~ 
things (as all temporals muft) hath an end ef termina- - 
tion, yet it hatch no end of corruption; time will con- 
clude it, but time cannot violateit. Butas for his Cove- 
. pant about eternall’ things , that; like eternity knowes. 
. notonely no end of corruption, but hone of terminati- 
on. Although wy Honfe (faith gafping David ) be not fo’ 
with God, yet he hath made with me an everlafting Covenant; 
ordered in all things and fure: for this is al! say [aluation' 
and all my defire, although be wake it 21 to 940m. 2 Satn23. 
$. And whatisit that mikes the Covenant of God with 
manthus fure? Sw#re not onely in it felfe, but(asthe A- 
poftle ipeakes) to a the feed, Kom 5.16. Is it not this, be. 
-caufe it hath 4 trong  undation,a dobbleimp‘egdable 
foundation? Firft, bis omae free grace. Secondly the blood 
of -brifl 5 which is therefore alfoc led, the blood of thè | 
Covenant, Heb.10.29. Becaufe ofall this, this All, which ;. . 
‘hath aninfinity init, The Lord God hath made withug ` ` 


a fure Covenant. ^ Roc WE E rar cde 
- Now as the ftability and, everlaftingnefle of Gods ` 
Covenant with his elect, lies in the ftrength of the fouü- 

a dation, His owne love, and the blood fhis Sonne. So thé 
ftability and firmneffé of our Covenant with God ; ties 

in the ftrength of this foundation, The fecuring of thè- 

Gofpell, and the aflerting of Gofpell- purity in worfhip 

and priviledges in Govergment : the fecuring of our 

lives and the afferting of out common liberties. When at 

any time ye cán pM Oracles of lin 
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be refolved , that thefe are infuflicient grounds of ma- 


king a Covenant,or thatthefe arenot ours, ye may goe, | 


aad un-s(fure the Covenant which ‘ye make this day. 
Let me therefore invite you in the words of the Pro- 

ptet Ierezyy, chap. 50. 5. Come lt wa joyne cur felves to tbe. 

Lordin a perjetuallCovemant , that fball never be forgotten. 


And doe not thefe looke like the daies wherein the Pro- 
| pheteals to the doing of this? In tbofe daier, and at that 


time y faith the Lord; verf.4. What time and what dajes. 


were thofe? The beginning of the Chapter anfwers it. . 
The word that the Lord fpake againft Babylon, Oc. declareye^. - 


anong tke Nations, and pablifh and - let upa Standard, publifh 


and conceale not :- fay, Babylon is taken, Bel is confounded, . 
Merodaeb is broken in pieces 5 her Idols are confounded, ber, 
Tages are broken in pieces + For put of the North there come. 
meth up a Nation againft her, which fball make her Land defo-. 


late, vc. Then followes, én thofe daies and at that time, 


faith the Lord, the children of Ifrael fall come, Cc, And tbe yo 
fall aske the way to Zien with their faces thitherward, (aying, - 
Come and let ws joyne our felucs to the Lord itia perpetual Co- 


venant that [ball sot be forgotten. 


.. Arenotthefetbhe daies, and this the time (Ifpeake - 
not of timé to aday, but of time and daies) whereinthe — : 


Lord fpéakes agàinft Babylon, and againft the Land of 
the Chaldeans? Wherein he faith, declare among the 


Nations, and publifh, and fet up the Standard; Arenot. 


thefe the daies, and this the ume when out of the North 
there commeth up à Nation againft her? As face an- 


{wers face in the water, fo doe the events of thefe dajes 


anfwer, if notthe Letter, yet much of the myftery of 
this prophecy: There feemes wanting onely the worke 
which this day is bringirg forth, and a few daies more. 


(hope) will bog uno perfetion, the joyning of ou 


^ felves 


Qu): AMT 
{elves in a perpetuall Covenant never to be forgotten. : 
[tis very obfervable.how. the Prophetasit were with 

one breath faith, Babylon is taken (verf, 2 ^) and come let us 

joyne our felves in Covenant, ver{.§. asit ther» were no ; 
‘more in it but this, Take. the Covenant, and ye take Babylon, | 
. Or, as if the taking of a Covenant were the ready way, — # 
_thereadieft way to take Babylon. Surelyatthereportef . - | 
the taking of this (ure Covenant, wein our prayer-vifions ^ — ` 
(as the Prophet Habakkuc in his ¢.3.v.7.) meag fee the tents 
af Cufpan in afflidion,and the curtaines of tbe Land of Midian 

- tremble, Oras A£ofós in his triumphant long, Exod, 15.14». 
The people foall beare and be afraid [arrow (ball take bold of the 
inhabitants of Paleftina. The Dukes of Edom foall be amazed, ` 
` the mighty men of Moab trembling foal take bold upon thews,the 
ånhabitants of Canaan( who are now the inhabitants of Bas — 
bylo (oad melt away. The Towers of Babylon will quake 


os and her fewer bil; will move.The great mountaine before our 


Zerubbabels will become a plaine, and we fhall bring forth the — 
—. bead Stone (of our Reformation ) with fhouting, crying — 

| grace, grace unto it.. Zacb. 4.7. why may wenot promile 
to our felves fuch glorious effects Cand not build thefe 
-Caftles in the ayre ) when we haye laid fo promifing a 
foundation, this fure Covenant, and have made a perpetuall. 
Govenant never to be forgotten?! 0 00 0 07 

-= Three things I fball propofe, which thisCouenant - 
will bring in,as facilitating contributions to. fo great a 
worke : mE IN s | 

Firft, this Covenant will diftinguifh men, andfepa- ~. » 
. vate the precious from the vile. In the twentieth Chap- — 
ter of Ex:hiel, the Lord promifeth his people, afterthis <> 
manner, Iwill case gouto paffe under the rod, aud I will 

bring you into the bond of the Covztant , Vetí. 37. That 
phrale of caufing to pafe mader the rod. i ro to. 

DUM mE ZEE J ep- 


ROS . (223) 
h a a 


|." fhepheards, or the keepers of Cattell, who when they — 


would take fpeciall notice of their Sheepe or Cattell,ei- 
ther in their numbrr to tithe them, ‘or in their good- 


nefie to try them, they brought them intoa Fold, ot 


fome otherenclofed place, where letting them pafTe out 
.at a narrow doore one by one, they held a rod over 


them to count or confider more diftinctly of them. This . 
action was called a paffing of them under the rod as Mofes — 
teacheth us, Levit. 27.32. And concerning the tithe of the ~ 
i heard, or of the flocke , even of whatfoever paffetb under tbe. 


rod, the tenth fhall be holy unto the Lord. The learned Tu- 


Totum popu'ym 


Sfraelisitapro- nius expoundsthat Text in Ezekiel by this in Leviticus, 


baboer recog- giving the fencethus, asif the Lord had faid, I will 
nofcam it pastor 
gregem;ad reci- 


€' incaulam found into the Fold of my Covenant, and caft' out che 
meam bonss, m- | 


probo que abdi- wicked and unfound 5 which interpretation fs not one- ~ 
candos, Junin 1y- favoured but fully approved, inthe words immedi» - 
"Lc ' gtely following, verf.38. 1will bring yon into the bond of 


^ the Covenant, and 1 will purge ont from among gon the rebels 
and them that tran/greffe againft me. b 


A Covenant ic toa Nation asa Fan tott eFloore,which 


purges away the C-affz, and purifies the Wheate. Iris 


like the Furnace tothe Mettall, which takes away the 

droffe, and fhewes youarefined lumpe.Itisa Shibbol th 
to diflinguifh Fphraimites from Gileadites, Jvdg 12.6. ` 
And who knowes not how greatan advantage itis for - 


the fucceff:full carrying on of any honourable defigne, 


to know friends from enemies, and the faithfull from — 


_' ++ falfe brethren ? fome have thought it unpoliticall to fet 


afcote this Covenant, leftit fhould difcover more e- - 
nemies then friends, and fo holding out to the view, ` 


more then otherwi(e can befeene, the weakenefle of a 


_ panty 


prove and try the whole pedple of 7frae/; asa fhepe- 
pimus in feius beard doth his flocke, that I may take the góod and. 


iP om RR pap 
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62 ,. 

^ patty may renderthem, not onely more obnexious, but 

moreinconíiderable, —— SEE ae | 

.. To this Laaf:ver in a word, Invifible enemies will 
.everdoe us more hurt then vifible; 2nd if wee cannot 

^ deliver our felves from them when they are feene and ^ 

knowne, doubtlefie umeene add unknowne they will | 

more eafilys though more infenfibly devoure us. And I 

verily beleeve, we have already 'teceivéd more. dam- 


'. mage and deeper wounds from pretended friends, then 


from profeftand open enemies, Fhe fad ftories of 4b- 
— ger and Amafa informe us, That there is no fence againft — 
bis troke who comes too neere us, who ftabs whilehe _ 
takes us afide te [beake hindel to ws, who drawes his (word 
while he hath a kiffe at hislips, and art tbou in health wy 
_ brother, at his tongue. Let ye never thinke our felves 
^ ftronger becaufe we doe: aptiknow our weaknefle, or 
fafer becaufe we are:ignprzhtsof ont danger. Or that 
"our reall enemies and falfe-&iends will doe us lefle hurts 
becaufe they are Icfle.dilcovered. I doe not thinke that — 
. a flocke ever fared the better, becaufe the. Wolves that 
were amongft them went in theeps clothing. Rather 
will our knowledge be our fecurjty, and the difcovery 
_ which this Covenant makes, helpe on both eur deliver- _ 
ase and our bu(inefle. For as (poffibly) this Covenant 
may difcover thole who are faithfull tobe fewer then 
was fuppofed before this ftriCt diftindiosi from others,fo-— 
it will certainly make them ftronger then they were bes - 
- fore, by a ftrictcr union among themfelves,. And this is 
"The fecond benefit of this Covenant, which I hatt 


next infiftupon. Asitdoth feparate thofe whoare he- se: 


terogeneall, fo likewife: it will congregate and em- 
body thofe who are homogeneall. And théretore it 
.. cannot but adde firength unto a people > for mhajosver 


antitct 


a 


O) 


unites, ftrengthens. A tew united are:ftronger thena 


{cattered multitude, Though they who fubferibe this . - 


Covenant fhould be (comparatively) fo few (as the Pro- 
phet fpeakes, Jfai. 10. 19. that a ebilde may writethem s — 
yet this few thus united are ftronger then 1o many fcat- 


- ter d ones (as exceed all atritbmeticke ) whom (as john - o 


{peaks, Revel. 7. 9, no man can number: Cloven tongues 
were fent ( As 2.3. ) to publifhthe Gofpell, but not di- 
vided tongues, much lefle divided hearts : Theformer _ 
mer hindred the building of Babel, Gen. 11,7.) andthe ` 
latter (though tongues fhould agree) will hinder the 
building of Jerufalem.. Then a worke goés on amainé 
when the undertakers (whether they be few os many) 
Speake all and thinke the farse- thing. A people are more 
confiderable in any worke, becaufe they are One, then 
 becaufíe they are Many, But when masy and one meete, 


nothing can ftand before them. So the Lord God obfer- —— 


ved, when he came down te fée; tbe City and the Tower which — 
the children of men builded Gen. 11.5.4nd tbe Lord faid (at 
the fixth verfe ) behold the people is One, and they have all 
One language: And this they begin to does and now nothing 
will be refrained from them; which they have imagined to 
- dee, Men may doe as much as they can thinke, while 
they AH thinke and doe asones5 and not onely can fueh . 
. doe great thiogs, if let alone; but none can let them in 


doing what they intend; fo faith the Lord in Génefis, . E 


— They huve begunne to doe, andnothing will bereflrained from 
them which they have imagined. Nothing coutd reftraine 
orlet them trom their worke, but his power who will 

. werke and none can let it, 14.43.43. 02 7 0 
|. '[hus ttisapparent that union is ou 

- isasapp:rent, That this Covenant (through the blefling 
of God upon it) will be ourunion. Tounite is the very 


nature 


r ftrength, andit. - 


nature of a Covenant. Hence Ezek 20,37. It isca Hed the | | 
Fond of the Covenant, will b1ing youinto the bond of tbe Co- " Pa | 


uenant,laith the Lord. 7umiss and fome othersrender iJ atalors,traditio, 


will bring you(ad exbibitioken federis)to the giving or fer- ddlrina per ma- 


nus d majoribus ` 


dering of the Copenant: Deriving the word from Malar fig- ™; 
nifying, to exhibite or deliver. Whe aaa at ja trens athans 
_ patlage)the Traditionary do@rine among the Jewes, is tresmifa 
called Mafora or Maforeth,, Others(whom our Franflatorg ©" 
fallow, and putthe former fence, deliverisg,intheMar 
gin.) Others(I fay) detiving.the word from Afar tobind, @ 
-renderitthe bond of the Covenant, > © oS 0 

. And this Covenant. is the bond of a twofold.union; 
Firít,itunitesus of this Kimgdoweamong ouríc]ves,and - 
this Kingdome with the other twò. Secondly, it makes - 
a {peciall union of all thofe, who fhall take it.holily and | 
fincerely throughout the three. Kingdomes, : with the | 
Oné;moft-God.., -Weake ; thiags ‘bound. together: are 
ftrong,. mach more thep; when- (trong are bound. up 
with ftrong; moft of all when {trong are bound up with ` 
Almighty. . If in this Covenant we fhould. onely joyne 
weaketp:weake, wemight’be ftrong. ; But (bleffed 
be God) we joyneftrong..:¢ as creatures may be accoun- 


^ - 


ted firong)with {trong:: The ftrong Kiongdomesof Ens. — 
. land and Ireland, with the ftrong Kingdome of Scotlend . 
- A threefold. aoard.twifted of three fuch: ftrong Coards - 
will nar eafily, if at all is | be broken | «Ebey which fne 
gle,(bl¢ fled be God) haye yet fuh ftrength, how;ftrong - 
may they'be when conjoyned £. As the poltle writes to 
- bis Rortfans (0.61190) Z ffeakeafter thé manner of nen, bem 
^ eame of the infirmity of our figh: Sol fpeake now after 
she manner of.71en, cqnceroing. the ftrength of our flefh 
{ouyward meanes), ip shele Kingdomes.- For.as-the A- 
pofle Peter {peakesin, like, phrafe, though to another 
$ccafion, (2 Pets 3. 9. the "m sot flacke concerning hie | 
"C | : (o pres, 


£c 3 
at hte 


(06). 


counts firength. | 


And therefore I reckon this the feat part of our . 


N 


promife, ws fome even count fackaele. Soi enayfay,noman, |— 
ad ard n ace ftrong to any purpofe, as the Lord | 


Almighty God, ‘This Covenantengages more then Man, 
Gudalíoi eng 


biefiing of God upon their.counfels and endeavours} 


hath: breene their Semp/ons Lorke, the thing (in igh) 


wherein their ftrengts lieth. — Audehbyfhould-pot we | 


2 t é 
“Goduneethy departing framvusifor our falfe 


Pda 


i E hinhy fhisCovenaar ofereed sell cake usan hh 


| pr neti thn ; ~weeunnel boda wehappypropke. That 
wine 


*pro mures ipeffondll helinéfle,muR needs pto- 


cy C 
] MET 


ati büliuefie, “The: canfidevation thatwe 


Eus J- u —)—— 4 MÀ S325 
= Pun a 


rs 


dering his Covenant. I wil remember my Covenant (faith _ 
the Lord, Gen. 9,15.) which ix betweene we and you, aud. Ha 


Ítroy it by water againe, for, I will remember my Coven 

_ nam, Hence alfo in the fecond bocke of the Chronis - — 

des, esp. 21. where the reigac and finnes of eloraes: 

are recorded, fuch finnes as might juftly put a fwosd. 

. . into the hand of God to cut him off rect and branch, 

 Himbeit (faith the Text, verf-7.) the Lord would nof deftroy 
the bonfeof David, becanfe of the Covenant that he bad suede 
with Donidan as he promifed to give alight to him gto his 

fons far coer, Now asthe remembrance of theGovenane 
on his part flayesthe hand of God frem finiting, fo the 
remetmbraace of the Covenantonour part, will be verg 
efiedtuall to ftay curhands, and tongues, and hearts from 
fnamg. A thought: of that will dampe and filence our 
hafts aad pafisons, when they beginto move or queft 

| wehiaos, it will alfo breake the blow of Satanstemp- 
tattons when hee-affunies us. The foule in fach cafes 
witlanfwer, True ! am now as ftrongly tempted to 
fime asever, E have now as faite an Opportunity to | 
Comit this inne as ever, Lo0gld now be falfeto, and | 
defert this canle wah as much advantage, upon asfaire —— 
hopes, sad:promifesas ever: "Obutlaum inCovepang, i 

E i ^Ea3 remember d 


i 


(28) 0 


| remember my Cov: nant, I will not, 1 cannot doe its: 


. 'andío he falls a praying againft the temptations yea, `. E 


he begs prayersef others, that he may be ftrengthned 


againft and overcome it, I read you an inftance of this. 


. effe& before the Sermon, à paper is fent to this Congre: 


ion containing this requeft : Ove who through. much’ 
palfion oftentimes grrevoufly offends the Majefiyof God ly - 


venant, defires the provers of this Congregation that his of 
fence say. e pardonet 


curfing and [wearing, and that fince bis late taking tbe Co- 


nour of that requeftto a letter and a titcle, and: there- 
- in you fee, how the remembrance. of the Covenant. 

wrought. Probably this party (whofoever he was) took: 
little notice of, or was little troubled at the notice of 
- thefe diftempers in himfclfe before, leaft of all fought: 
- out forlielpeagainft them, And [have the rather in- 


ferted this tó confute that fcorne which . Ileare) fome — 

. have fiace put upon that confcientious defire, Asif one - 

^. had complained , ‘that fince. his {wearing to the Couvee ` 

gant, he could not forbeare {wearing, asd that this fae. . 
cred Oath bad taught him prophane ones. ‘But what - 

` poly thing is there, which fwise will not make mire of, 


for themfelves to wallow in? I retürne, and] nothing 


dcubt but that this Covenant (whercin all is undertaken — 


. through the grace of Chrift) will make many more 
gracious who had grace before, and turne others who 
were running on amain in.the broad way,from theevill 


, and erróur of their wayes, into the way which iscalled. 
. Holy, or into the wayes of Holineffe,Every AGewherein | 


“we converfe with an holy God, hath an influence upon 


our fpiritsto make us holy, The foule is made more holy | 


. ia prayers though holirieffe be not the particular matter 


/ 


" and that he may be enabled to over: 
“come that temptation from henceformards. Thisis the te= 


E . 
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re <)> 
of the prayer 5A mangets mach of Heaven. into his: 
heart,’ in praying for earthly things,if he pray in a. fpiri.- 
tuall manner; And the reafon is,becaufe in prayer he 
~ hath converfe with,and drawes nigh to God, whatíoever: 
lawfullthing he prayes about, And the fame reafon. 
caries ‘it in covenanting,though it were only about the. 
maintenance of our outward Eftates and:liberties, for 
- afmuch as therein we have to doe with God. How much | 
more then will holineffe be encreafed throughshis Co- . 
-dinanti ‘which in many branches afir, is a direct Cave-' 
‘nant for and about: holineffe ? And if weimprove it: 
home to this purpofe for the fubduing of thofe myfti- 
call Canaanites, thofe worftand(indeed) moft formida-: . 
ble enemies, our finfull lufts, if we improve itforthe 
. obtaining of iore.grace, and the making of us more 
holy : though our vifible Caasanite: fhould not only con- . 
tinue unfubdued by us, but fubdue us, Though our 
Eftates and Liberties fhould continue,notonly unrecos ` 
vered,but quite loft, though we fhould neither beea 
rich, nor a free,nor a victorious people, yetif we are an. | 
holy people, we have more then AU thee, we have all, "he — 
 isours,mbo is Allin A = n ter” & s 
~~ So much of the firft generall part of the application. — 
- The: fecbnd is for. Admonition and Caution ini three 
or foure particulars © > © 05053 077. s É 
_ Firft, take heed of prophaning this Covenant, Mal.2.8. _ 


`~ 


by anunholy life. Remember you have madeaCove- — - 


gant with Heaven sthen doe not live asif you had made: 
a Covenant with Hell, -or were come to an: agreement with 
Death, as the Prophet J/aiab charactersthofe montters _ 
of prophaneffe,c.28,15, Take heede alfo of corrupting: 
ahis Covenant ,Mal.a.10.. by an unholy gloffe.Woe be un - 
to thofe gloíles that — theText,pervert the mean- . 


ama 


ing of thefe words : Who attempt to expound the Co- i 


-- 


- ae 
. 
^ xls 


í venatit by their own practice, and will netregulate their: — 


practice by the Covenant. The Apofile Peter {peakes of 


- Panls writings,that im thems forme things are bard-to beun- 


derftood, which theg that are xulearned and unfiable, wreff, 


| t they doe alfo the other Scriptares ta sheir own defintion.. - 


2 Epifteig.vi16i We may feare that thoughthe Text 


Of this Covenant be ex{yto be azderfiovd,yet {ome (who, 


at leaft thinke themfelves) Adraed, And whem wee. — 
have. found not onely {table but ftiffened ia: their, 


owne erroneous. pridciples add: opinions, will bee. 


smpateri. 5 s 
og 


, trying theirskill (if not their malice) to wreft,er (as the 
Greeke imports): to torture and fet this Covenant npon 


4 5 the Rach, to make it{peake chd confeffea fence never 


^ iA 

"e » [d 
DW Eo e 
+ 


j intended by the compoférs, or própeferr of it: aud .—— 


whereof ( if butcommen ingeruity be the Judge): ic. — 


: never willjnor can be found guilty, All that I (ball fay 


to: fuch, is that in clofe of the verfe quoted from the: 


Apoftle Peter, lét them take heed fitch wreffings be not 
(worft to themfelves,even Jeo thir owne defirach: 


' 


tt Seeendly, take ketd of delaying to performe the du- | 
ties of this Covenant 5 fome;( [ feate ) who have made 


hatte to táke thé Covenatit, well takeley{ure to act iz.Je 
is poflible, thata man may makè tooimuth hafte(when — 
hee {weares,before he confiders what it) toteke an 


Oath 5 Butheving taken, ft (upon due confideradion) 


he cannot maketoe. much halteto perforte it-Benotrah 


i withthy month ( Sayththe Preacher, Peel $.5.). Thatis, 


doe nex vow rathly, but(v u)mhen tbetfontef? «vag. 


. food, deferre not to pay it, for be beth no plesfare in 


fovles Show performance is folly ) payt but whsobtsbowb:fe 


ome Speedy paying (Bie fptedy giving) double — 


payments whereas flow payment is ne-papinient, oras 
21 — puo bad 


— 


= : E à l 
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bad as none, for it is Goolith payment. Abond Gil 


*miftskenot ).is prefently. duein Law, if noday be fpe. 
cifyed ia the Pond, iit is fol am lure in this Covenan, 


there is ‘no. day fet downe, -and therefore allis duiethe 
fame day you take it 5 God aad man may fue thisBond © 


erefently for non payment; The Covenant gives no day, 


and therefore requires the nest day , every day. Itis 


not fafetotake day for payment, when. (che obligation te — 


—— Jnonekbsgiwem. | ^ o 
— Thirdly, take heed of dalyiag withthis Coven 5 
ät is more then farious,e facred Covenant: it is very dan- 
gerous jelting witb.edgetooles, his Covenant icaskeon 


as itis fkong. Doe net play fattandloofe withix, be -> 
not in aad out with'it, -Gadinan apenger of aV fech, teow ` 
a jealous Coil, anh will netbold them auitle/fe who thastake °°. 


bis meme nosine. They who fare bg orto tbeLornd,mi |— 
—Yméereóy Ca a Bopha. — 
| fides | 


To be:onisoth: fides, arid;to be T yr memiiliiy 


alenger, — 


- Poured above dil rkeheedof Aputiniziag ton,or :- 


an utter: duftmion-of this Covenant: To bedelered 
of God ds the sieeteft purifhiment,' and co defert God 


_ is the’'greatett finge. Whon you have fet yourthands to 


the plough,decnovlooke badk R 


: 1 sWefe. Bes 
fidcs «hie Gane; diis is; dirt; óxereumdly beseand dit 
honorable 580 isioncofthobrandsieru pon. hie Ges: 


dike, whom 6 oliksd. givewep to a veprebüteweinde, audto. 
E ILS (Rom 16220. E ee Bi Coven 

Wie? dredoenA yd showmbaleis that. ifuewhiohisbegots 
— "Yentbatweowe {nd bomefrom ail) Qf AY os. aeska wepron 


| bile Wh dN host the porehté ave uch ; it jissedfy40 . 
judge whatxhechild quf be. Secendly , "— ithe | 
l 5 me : l | : l | | l Ine : 


~ 


little, either in ‘their fiane or — 


du Es NEAN UO IEEE UJ A v —i | | 
finne and the difhencur this is extreamely dangeroug.— 


and: deftructive. We are faid in the nativefpeakingto ~~: 
cuta Covepantortoítrikea Covénabt, whenwemake > 
it 5 And if we breake the Covenant whén wee have - 
made it, it will both (trike and cut us, it will kill and — 
flay us,. If the cords of this Covenant doe not bind us, | 
the coards of this Covenant will whip us :.and whip us, 
^. vetas with Cogrdrbut as with: Scorpions. T he Covenant 
will have a quarrell with ; and (ends: eut a: challenge . 
unto facli hreakersofit, for reparation. And(ifI may - 
fo fpeake ): tbe great God will be its fecond. As-God — 
wevenges the qwerrell of bis: owned Covenant , fo. Tike- 
wife the quarrell b£eurs; Hehath already. fent «Sword — 
to revènge the quarrel of. bis ‘Covenant, Levit.2 6.25. He 
will {end another to:.revenge the quarrel! of this upon 
_ the wilfull violatours of it, Yea every lawfull.Cove- —_ 
nant hath acur{e, alweyes waytiogupan: it, :like.a Mar- 
. {hillar aSergéant-to attath fuch bigh contemhers of it. 
It was.noted before, fromthe ceremony of killing, di- | 
_ viding amd pafling betweene the divided parts ofa — 
. beaft;when Govénants were ade; that the imprecati-. 
bn: ofa .curfe upon the. Cavenanters:was implyeds in ' 
i - cafe they wilfully ersnfgréfled of revolted from it. Let 
_ the: Tranígreflors of and Revolters from this Coye- 

: nant feare and tremble at.the faipe;curfe,even thecurfe —— 
of a dreadful digifions That God: will divide: then: and 
shear poflérity in lacob nad fdatter thems in our. Jjrael, yea, -` 

let: them feare. That Gedy will rebuke them, Gi they fball 

flee farre off, and{hall he chafedias the chaffe of the: mons. 
taines bejore the wind, itd. like:'a xolling thing befare.the 
(«0 Nmbirlemistd,. This. HC their portion and c) Ahe portion ofo. 
00 Ahem pbatfpoyle de; andthe Lot ofthim that rob w (Haty: - - 

13314. And if fo., i$ pot their lot fallen ian naples 

eee z TEMP ' e fant. 
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=. fant place have they not a dreadfull heritage > Tobe 
.. under any curfe is mifery enough, but to be undera  -— . 
Covenant-curfe is the greateft, is all mifery. Forasthe 
.  bleffng: we receive are moft {weete when they palie 
..' tousthrough the hands of a Covenant (a mercy from 
a promife is far better then a mercy from bare provi- 
^5 . dence becaufe then -it is fprinkl'd with the blood of 
Chrift)(o on the other fide, the curfe which falls upon 
. anyoneisfarmorebitter, when it comes through a Cove- 
nant,efpecially an abufed,a broken Covenant. When the 
fiery beamesof Gods wrath are contracted into this bur- — . - 
- | ning-Glaffe, it will burne as low as Hell, and nonecan — — 
' quench it 5 That alone which quenches the fireof. 
Gods wrath, is the Bleod of Chrift,And the Blood of Chri — 
. 4s the foundation of this Covenant Notonelyisthat — — 
Covenent which God hath made withus,foundedinthe —  - 
.. Blood. of Chrift, but that alfo which we make with 
God. Wereit not by the blood of Chrift, we could not 
poffibly bé admitted tò fo high a priviledge. Seeing 
then the blood .of Chrift onely quenches the wrath o 
. Gad, and this blood is the foundation of our Covenant, 
how fhall the wrath of God (except they repent,re+ 
turne and renew their Covenant) be quenched towards 
fuch violators of it >And as onr Saviour {peakes(Mat.6.) _ 
upon another occafion, the y 2er is in us be dark- 
nefe bom great is that darkenefe è So, I fay, if that which 
is our friend turne upon us as an Enemy , howgreat is 
c thatenmity, and if that whichis out mercy be turned 
into wrath , how great is that wrath , and who can | 
‘quench it? Itisfayd of good King Fofish 2 Chron.34. _ 
32..That when he had made a Covenant before the Lord, 
he caufed all that: were prefent in Terufalets and im Benjamin 
to Raedtoit. How fax he "m bis regal autho- 
JEN j : - sity 
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^. rity, i ftay not to difpute, But he caufed them to ftandto — | 

(o jt, that is,openly toatteítand to maintaine it. Mee-  ~ 

thinkes the confideration of thefethings, fhouldreigne _ 

over the hearts of men and command in, their fpirits, - 

., more then any Prince cán over the tongues or bodies.  — 
of men, to caufe them fe (Zend to this Covenant. Yee,that = — 

have taken this Covenant, weleffe yee fiand to it , yeewill-— 
fall by it. Uthall fhatup this point with that of the A- — 

` poflle, take unto yeu tbe whole Arweour of God, that you may - 


be able 10 withftand inthe evill day, end when yee have done 


. . 4ll, to fiand. Eph.6.13. Stand, and witbflaud. Are the ` 
_ watch-word of this Covenant, or the zzprefeof every 


heart which hath or fhal! fincerely fweare anto it, 


>. For the helping of you to ftand tá this CovenantE .— 
— fnall. caft ia a few advices about your walking in this — 
. Covenant, or your carriageinit, whichif followed, E- 

. dare fay(through the mercy of the moft high)your pers ^ ` 
. fons,thefe Kingdomes,and this caufe fhall not mifcatry. — 


Firft, walke in holineffe and upriglitneffe. When 


.. ^ God renewed his Covenant with Abraham, he makes this 
^. the preamble of it, Za the Almighty God, walke before _ 
. we andbe thou perfed, And F will make my Covenant bete 
weene mq ond thee, Gen.17.1.2." As this muft be a Cove» - 

mant of Salt, in regard of faithfullneffe, fothere muft- ` 


‘be faltin this-Covénant, even the falt of holineffe and 


|. uprightneffe. The Tewes’ were commanded in all their 
| offerings to ufe. falt; and that is Called the falt of the . 


..., Covenant ( Levit.2.13. ) Every oblation of thy meate of- 


fering fhalt thon feafon with Salt, neither fhalt thou fuffer — 


the salt ofthe Covenant of thy God to be lacking he: What 


, ismeant by Salt on our parts,is taught usby Chrithims -` 
felfe, Marke 9.50. Have Salt im your -felues and have peace: 
. ent with anothers Which I take to be parallebia fence - 
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with that of the Apoftle- (Heb.12,14.) follow peacewitb .— ' 


^ all men and bolimelfe , Ge. As Salt, the fhadow of holi-. - 


. neflewascalled forjin all thofe zewifs fervices, fo holi- — - 


. neffe, the true fubftantiall Salt, is called forinalleurs. ^ 
-As then it was charged, Let not the Salt of tbeCovenant of 
thy God be lacking : ío now itischarged, fuffer not the: 


. Salt of thy Covenant with God and his peopletobe =~ - 
lacking. Seeing we have made a Covenant of /alp,that .—— 


j$,a fere Covenant letus remember to keepe falt in our 
Covenant. Let usadde falt to falt , our falt to the Lords. 
-. Salt our falt of holineffe to his Salt of faithfalnefeand we 


^ fhall not mifcarry. 


Secondly, walke. fteddily or ftedfa fly in this Cove- A 
nant.: Where the heart is upright and holy, the feete . 


.. will be ftedd y, Unftedfaftneffeisa fureargumentofun- > 


| foundnefle,as well asa fruit of it. - Their. heart. was not - 
right with bim, neither were they {ledfaft in bis Covenant, - 


-Pfal.78.37. As it he had fayd , would you know the mM 
.. reafon why this people were founftedfaft?it was,becaufe | 


"they wereíounfound. Tber heart was mot right with biss, 


. We often fee the Difeafes of mens hearts breaking 


forth at their lips, and attheirfingersends, inallthey — - 
fayordoe |. |. ^^; 0 0. 2. € 

`" Then, be hearty, and befteddy. God willbe fteddy . — 
tous, why fhould not werefolvetobe foto him > And ' 
this Covenant will be ftedfaft and uniforme.unto us, 
why fhould not we refolve to be foto , and iu this Co- - 


venant. The Covenant will not be our friend today ^ 


.and our Enemy to morrow, doe us good to day and 
. hurtto morrow » it will not be fruitfull this yeere and 
‘barren the next 5 Butit is our friend,to doeus good to 
day and ever. It is fruitfull and will be fo for ever. 
Wee neede not let it ly fallow, we cannot take out the 
da nu E2 . heart 


is > 
7 heart of it 5. though we fhould have occafionto plough. 
itand fow it every yeere, Much lefe will this Gove- 


^* gant be fo unftedfaft toits own priacipies, asto yield us 
. Wheateto day and cockle to morrow, an Egge today: © 


- and to morrow a Scorpion, now Bread aad anon a | 


~ fone, nowgive us. an embrace, and enon a wound, — 

- - "Now helpe on our. peace, and anon embroyle us 3 

^— Now proífpereur Reformation, and anonoppofe;'or _ 

hinder it ; ftrengthenus this yeere,and weaken us the 

| next.’ No,asit will never be barren, foit will ever bring 

- forth the fame (ruit, and that good fruit, and the more- 

and the longer we ufeit,the better fruit 5likethefaith- |. 

- fall Wife,Prov.3t.12. J£ willdoe ur good and not egill, 

— dll tbe dayes ofits life. -Et is thereforenot only finfull, but: ` 
 saeft unfutable and un-ingénuous, for us to bé up and: 

. „owne, forward and backward, : likeing and difliking, —— 

- o \fileethat Doeubic-sminded mae ( Jam.t.9. ) ueflableiaall’ - 

us eun waper.velpecting the duties of thisCaveaant. /.— —— 

^ 07 "Fhitdly, walke belicuingly, live much in the exere 
. exe of Faith. As we haveno more good out of the Co- 

. venant of God, then we have Faith init, fono more. 

ood out of our owne, then ( inadue fence ) we have. 

Eithin ite, Fhere isas much need of Faith,to improve - 

-this Covenant, as thereis of faithfulneffe. We liveno- 

. ' more inthe Sphear of a Covenant, then we believe.. __ 

^4 And wecan make no living out of it but by believing; - 

— - ` All our earnings come in -Ç here alfo). more by our 

. Faith,then by our workes. Let not the heart of God be 

- flraitned , and his hand. fliortned by our unbeliefe. | — 

— WhereChrift marveyled atthe unbelief ofa people,con- — 

^... fider whata mervailefollowed:omnipotence wasasone: — 

: .weake.He could doe no mighty workes among them,or: © 

|. o (Man6.5,6.), Workes leffe then mighty, wil not reach — 
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oe) xa A0 ode AL: 
~ eur deliverances or procure ourmercies. Theancient —— ^ 
. worthies made more ufe of their Faith then to be faved 
- and getto Heaven by it. . By. Faith-the walls of anoppofing °- 
- Jericho fell down ( Heb. 32.) By Faith they fubdued Exercuerum > | 
Kingdomses, wrought righteoxfueffe; (or exercifed Juftice }/ ufitiem Dette 
_. ftopped the worthes of Lyons V.33- ByFaith they quenched- ` EE 
-the violence of five, efcaped the edge of the Sword, outof: 
_ weakeneffé they were made firong, waxed valiantin fight; —— 
turned ta flight the Armies. of the Ali¢ns-v.34- Wehave- — 
: Jericho's to reduce,and.Kingdomesto fabdue.underthe  —Ss_- 
- Scepterand government of Jefus Chrift,we have Juftice — .—— 
"toexecute, and the mouthesof Lyonstoftop, wehave — - — 
a violent fire to quench, A fharpe-edged Sword to ef- : 
cape , popifh alien-Armies to fight : with, and wee 
. (comparatively to thefe mighty workes ). are but weaks 
. How then hall we out of ourweakeneffe become ftcong,.-: 
ftrong enough,to carry us thorough theíe mighty works, | 
ftrongenough to efcape thefe vifible dangers, if we .—— 
. walke and worke by fenceand not by Fayth ? And i£ 
we ‘could get through all thefe workes and dangers: 
without Faith, we fhould workébutlikemen, not at 
 &lllike Chriftians, but like men in a politick combina- | |. 
tion, not ina boty Couessnt, T her's aota (troske of Co- 
 venaut-worke ( purely focalied)) can be done without: 
Faith. - As fire is to the Chymickes {9 is Faithtoa Co- 
venant-people :: in that capacity,they can doe nothing 
forthemfelves without it and they have,they can have - 
 voaflurance,that Ged will.. Seing then weareinCo-- - 
venant, we muft goe tocounfell by. Faith, and to war 
by Faith ,. we muft pull dowae by Faith, and build by. 
Faith,we muft reforme by Faith and fettle our peace by 
‘Faith. Befides, to.doe a worke fofolemne andíacred,. — 
andthen to believeand pii Pb yea thennot- .. — — | 
| 7 1c MP m 
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| to believe and exped anfwerable fruit, is a dire take | 
^^. dngof Gods Name in vaine, aud a mochte Iefus Chrift. And 
| if we sock Chrift by calling him to a Covenant,which ' 


we our felves flight, asa thing we expe&t littleorno- — 


thing from s: he will laugh at our calamity and mock when 
our feare commeth ; Prov. 1. 26. Wherefore to clofe, | 
ce will not believe , furely yee fhall not be eftablifhed, 
-749-)no » not by this fare Covenant, But, believe in. 
o the Lord’ your God ( in Covenant ) fo féall gou be efla- = ` 
- blifted, believe his Prophets, fo foal’ you profper,2 Chron. |. . 


of 
(I 


20. 20. . . 


d ‘Fourthly, walkecheerefully.Soit becomesthofe that: 
^. haveGodíoneerethem. Such, evenintheir forrowes — 


. fhould be (like Pay! 2 Cor.6.10..). as forrowfull , yet ab- 


wages rejogcing. The, as) notes nota counterfeiting of 
forrow,but the overcomming of forrow; on this ground _ 

_ David refolves againft the feare of evill, though hee — 

" fhould fee nothing but evill. ; Though Isvalke im the valley 


: ef tbe fhadom of Deatb, I will feare noevill: for thou art 


with me, Píal.23,3.Ina Covenant God and man meete, | 
.. Heiswithus, who ismore then ail thatare agaiuftus ¢ 


And when heis with us, who can be again{t us? Rom.8.3'. 


for then all things and all perfons, even while (tothe - 


.utmoft of their skill and power ) they fet themfelves . E 


. againft us,worke for us 5. And fhould we not rejoyee ? 


' If wee knew that every lofle wereour gaine, every: ` 


wound our healing, every difappoyntment our fucceffe, 


. every-defeate our victory, would wenotrejoyce?Dce _ 

. .., butknow what it is tobe.in Covenant with God ; and ~ 

. ', befad,behopcelefle if you can. Itis to have the ftrength 

<: - and counfels of Heaven engaged for you 5 it isto _ 
(07 have him fot-you, whole foolihnefe i wifer then men, — 


and whofe weakenefé is ftrenger then men, 1 Cor.1.25. 


~ 
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Tt isto have him with you , whe doth according. to his 
-wil in the Army of Heaven, and amongft the Inbabi- .'- 
tants of the Earth and nine can. Stay bis Hand, o- fay — 
unto.bins , what dorf] thon ? Daniel 4.34. It is tohave | 


bim with you, who fruffratetb the tokens of the Lyers, 
«ud maketh the Diviners mad, who turmeib wile men 
backward and maketh their knowledge foolifo, Uaiah 44. 
25. It is to have him with you, before whom the 
Nations are as the droppe of a Bucket, and as the 


duít of the ballance , who taketh up the Eles asa ` 


very little thing ( Ifaiah 40. 15. ) Ia a word it is 
to have him with you , Who fainteth mot. neither- is 
weary , there is no féarching of his. underflanding,. hee. 
giveth power to the faint , and to them that have no 


- might, bee encreafeth ftrength, Verle 28. 29. This . 
God is our God, Our God in Covenant, This is- 
our Beloved, and this is our friend, O Daughters - 


of Jerufalém. And fhill wee not rejoyce ? Shall 


. wee net walke cheerfully ? Though there bee no- <- 


thing but trouble before our Eyes, yet our hearts 


fhould live in thofe upper Regions, which are a- _ 


bove. Stormes and Tempefts, above “Raine and 


Windes, above the noyfe and confufions. of the : 
World. Why fhould forrow (it cloudedia our Faces, 


or any darkeneffe be in our.hearts; while wee are, 


jn the fhine and light of Gods.Countenance. ?It is . 


Oath. . For they bad finorue withal their Heart 5 Ewe ^ —— 
have fworne heartily, we fhail rejoyce heartily. And for 
ever banifh bafe feares, and killing forrowes from our 


hearts.and wipzthem from our faces. They, who have un- 
worthy feares in their hearts, give too faire an evidence, 
that they did not fweare with their hearts. 


~ 


Fifthly, | g E 


= Go). 


-o “Rifdy, walke humbly and dependanily 5 rcjoyce. | 


butbee not ‘fecure. Trut to God in-Covenant, noe 


to your Covenant. Make not your Covenant , your 


^. "Chrift; -no, ‘not for this Teniporall Salvation. Asa. | 
- Horfe trufted tójisa vaine thing to favea man, Pfal.34. — 


fo likewife is a Govenant trufted to 5 neither ean 
"it deliver a Nation by its greatftrength :thoughin= - 
-deed the ftrength of it bee greater , then the - 
ftrength of many Horfes, in vaine is falvation hoe — 
ped for fromthisHill, orfroma maltiude of Moun- . 
taines. heaped up.and joyned in one by the bond | 


of this Covenant. Surely in the Lord ourGod; cur - | 


God, in Covertant;is the Salvation of ENGLAND,- 


_ Wee cannot ttuft teo much in GOD, hortoolitle — 
. in the Creature ; There is nothing breakes the ftaffe 


. ef our helpe but our leaning upon it. — If wee tuft. — 
in our Covtnant, wee have not made it. with God, ~ 
but wee have made it a God. 5 And every Ged of 
mans making,tsan Idol, and fo nothing in theWorld > 

you fee, pride in, ortruft to this Covenant, will | 
make it an Idol, and then in doing all this, wee. - 
~ have done nothing, For am idol is nothing in tbe 


World, 1 Cor. 8.4.) And of nothing comes nothing. ——— 


. By over-looking to the meanes, wee Jole all ; And 
. by all our travayle ball bring forth nothing but wind; . 
` Yt will notworke any deliverance in the Land. Where- ^ 
fore, reff wot in tbe thing Done, but get upand be doings ~ 
which is the laft point, and my laftrhotionábout your - 

_ walkingin Covenant. "WR MM LIN 
- "Sixthly, walke indultrionfly and diligently in this 
Covenant. You were countelled before to ftand to 


.. .the Covenant, but take heede of ftanding init 5 


| .. ftánd, asthat is oppofedto defection, but if you ftand . - 


~ 
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as thatis oppofed toaction, you are at the next doore 
to falling. A Totall neglect islittle better then totall 
Apoflacy.  . E ee P 
 Wehave made a perpetuall Covenantnev:r to be for- 
| gotten,as was fhewed outof the Prophet, Itis a rule, 
that words in Scripture which expreffe onely ao. AG 
of memory, iaclude aition and endeavours 5 When 


the young man is warned to remember his Creator in 


the dayes of his youth C Ecclef, 12. 1, ) Hee is alfo 


charged to love, and to obey him. And while we fay, 


this Covenant is sever to be forgotten, wee meane, the 


duties of it are ever to'be purfued, and (to the ut- 


moftof our power ) fullfilled. As foone as it is fayd 
, that Fofish made all the people fand to the Covenant , 
the very next words are, And the Inhabitants of Te- 
rufalem did according to the Covenant of GO D, the 
G OD of ther Fathers, ‘2 Chronicles 34. 32. They 
ftood to it, but they did not (like thole Matthew 20. 
6.) Stand all the day idle 5 they fell-to-worke pre- 
fently, And folet us. Having layd this foundation, « 


fare Covenant , now. let us arife and build., and let onr | 
"bands bee ftrong- Doe not thinke that all is dore, — 


„when this folemnity -is done. .It is.a fad thing to 


J— .obferve,how fome,when they have lifted up their hands. 
. and written downe theirnames, thinke prefently their , 


-worke is over. They thinke,now furely they have fa- 


tisfyed God and man, for they have fabícribed the Co- 


- venant. E D - 
. | tell you nay, for when you. have done taking 
the Covenant, then your worke begins, When you 
have done taking the Covenant, then. you muft 


proceede to acting the Covenant. When in appren-. 
tice hath fübfcribed. his. name, and fealed his Indene 
zu | G tures, —— 
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| TUM " 
tures, doth hee thenthinkehis fervice isended ? No, 

then hee knowes his fervice doth begia. It is fo here. 
Wee are all fealing the Indentures of a facred and 
noble Apprentifhip to God, to thefe Churches and 
Common-Wealths; kt us then goe to our worke, — 
as bound, yet ‘free. Free to our worke, not from 
it 5 free in our worke , working from a principle of 
holy ingenuity, not of fervility or conítraint. The | 
Lord threatens them with bondage and captivity, who 
avill-not bee fervante in their'Covenant, with readi- 
nefle and activity, I ( fath the LORD) will give 
the men that-have-tranf{ereffed my Covenant, which have 


— wat ‘performed the Words of the Covenant, which they —- 


~ 


tad made before mec , wher they cut ‘the Calfe in 
Tivaime and pfe betweene the parts ‘thereof , The Prin- . 
ves of Judah, and the Princes of Jerufalem, the Euny- 
ches-and the Prie(1s , and all the people of the Land, 
whith paffed betweene the parts of the Calfe, 1 wall ever 
give them into the band , ‘of their -Enemies , and into 
‘the band of thems that fceke their Life , and their dead 


> . "Bodies fhall bee meate to the Foules of the Ayre, and — 


‘fo the Beafts of the Earth, Wordsthat tieedenoRheto- - 
‘ricke'to -preffe them , -nor’any Comment to explatne 
“them ‘$ ‘they‘are fo plaine, thatevery one, may ünder- 


. "ftand them , -and {o fevere, thatevery one who-either | 


“tranfgreffes, or petformes not ., «who doth any thing 


_. capainit , ‘or nothing for ‘the Swords: of this Cove- 


nant, hath juft caufe to tremble at the reading. of 


“them, Iam fure, to fedle them, will make him tremble. 


"wetall placesup and'be doing,thar the Lord may bewith 


"Seeing 'then cur Princes, Oür Magifirater, our Mini- 


Hets , "and ‘our: peopte , have. freely confented «to, 


"written, ‘arid fworne this Covenant ; let usall in our fe- 
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us not fit {till and doe nothing, and fo caufe the Lord to 
turne againft us. : | | | 
You that are for Confultatiou , goe to Counfell, 
you that are for Execution goe on to Acting , You 
. that are for Exhorting the People in this Worke, at- 
tend to Exhortation, You that are Souldiers, draw - 
your Swords, You that have Eftates draw your Pur- 
es, You that have ftrength of body, lend your hands, 
and all you that have honeft hearts, lend your Praya 
ers , yout Cries, your Teares, for the profperous fuc- 
ceffe of this great Worke,And the Lord pro- _ 
fperthe Workes of all our hands, the 
Lord profper all our handy- E 
| workes,dmen, ~~ N 
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